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You may know Aphex Twin as Richard D James, the senius and asent provocateur of Generation Rave, as prone to DJins 
with sandpaper as he is to recording heart-bursting electronica. But what is James, married father-of-two, really like? 

Dorian Lynskey meets him on the eve of the brilliant Syro, his first LP in 13 years, to discuss drugs, aliens and the school run. 
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RICHARD D 
JAMES HAS 
NOT BEEN 
SLEEPING 
WELL 


Then again, he was diagnosed by a bloke in a record 
shop so he might need a second opinion. 

Other than that, like all true eccentrics, 
he doesn’t understand why people think he’s 
eccentric. He chats away amiably for a solid two 


>ns (aged six and eight), while his old 


blurted while listening to it. It had been rumoured 
that he had writer's block or had retired without 
telling anyone. In fact, he’s been recording music 
all this time, tons of it. “I don’t really like releasing 


techniques that used to help get the music flowing. He just had an 
unusually heavy ti me at his 43rd birthday party last weekend. 
“Oh, man,” he says with a rueful grin. The ma ‘ 


I don’t like the bit after.” 

Syro was announced a few weeks ago by 
idiosyncratic means, both low-profile (a page on 
the deep web browser Tor) and high (literally so-a green blimp 
bearing the Aphcx Twin logo floated over London). But the 

The artwork itemises every piece of equipment and every expense 


face like he’s framing a, , 

manic, he looks like one of his record covers. 

“I never take drugs normally,” he continues. “But I did, like, Mandv, 
K, coke - which I Ve only ever done twice - and mushrooms, and was 


He calls Syro “my pop album, or as poppy as it’s going to get," 
which means that it contains vocals (performed by himself and 
members of his family and garbled beyond recognition) and 




“YOU CAN ACTUALLY MEET ALIENS WHENEVER 
YOU WANT TO. YOU JUST NEED TO ASK, AND 
THEY’LL APPEAR. I KNOW, BECAUSE I’VE DONE IT.’ 
























He began with an avalanche of material under myriad aliases 
including AFX, Polygon Window, Power-Pill and Bradley Strider. 
Some of it was daft, some brutal and much of it, especially his 


“A THING I PARTICULARLY ENJOY IS WHEN 
PEOPLE THINK YOU’RE TAKING THE PISS 
AND YOU’RE ACTUALLY NOT.” 


"I actually really like pop music but it's all the other stuff that goes 
with It," he says. “I think you have to be mentally ill to be really famous. 
I'm only partially mentally ill. because I'm semi-famous! But if you’re 


resisting v 


liiK him with wonder. 

"The best thing about making music is you can do whatever you 
want, can't you?" he says, beaming. “Nobody's going to tell you off. 1 
brilliant, because you're in a life where you have to adhere to so mar 


THE BEST OF APHEX TWIN 































“WHEN you 
FOLLOW STUFF ON 
THE INTERNET 
ABOUT ILLUMINATI, 
ALIENS... I BELIEVE 
PRETTY MUCH 
ALL OF IT." 


be in the car. playing totally brutal 
avant-garde noise music at the loudest 
volume, and they'll just be looking out 
of the window. I think three times 
they Ve said. ‘Oh, can you turn it down 



a field in Co 


ice taking mushrooms in 


moving through the grass. 

After a few years of studying engineering in Cornwall and 


smartphone or use social media. “I hate all that shit." He doesn't enjoy 
novels 0‘l just read manuals”). TV (“just really clever propaganda”) or 
films that aren't documentaries. “1 used to be able to suspend disbelief 
but after watching so much real stuff on the internet, non-real stuff just 
seems really weird. What's the point? It's just some stupid story." 


















I ask James to define his own politics. 

“Ooh," he exhales. “Where do you start? The whole world is totally 
fucked, basically." 



He believes 9/11 was "absolutely'’ an inside job. “When you follow 



e, actually, in 1994) but he thinks theyVc 
misunderstood his motives. "A thing I particularly 
' **■-.-■ ■ think you’re taking 


•Oh you’re just taking the fucking piss.’ But I would 
genuinely enjoy listening to tape hiss. And that creates a nice situation, 
because they’re annoyed that they don’t understand something. 


keeping track of it all. 

“I’m really crap," he sighs. 1 don’t soi 
exist and delete things by mistake. The one 


boring when people are trying to hold on to their ideas. It’s generally 


“THERE SHOULDN’T 
BE ANY INTELLECTUAL 
COPYRIGHT. IT’S 
GENERALLY NOT 
GOOD FOR HUMANITY 
AND CREATIVITY.” 


need to get paid. They don’t, actually." 

Says the man who’s made enough from copyright to live a nice I 
"Yeah, totally, it’s easy for me to say! I’m not the person to say ii 

’ ’sabit like Russell Brand saying 


he says loftily. “People need, generally speaking, a ni 
and my friends, it’s the opposite. We know all about tnose narratives 
and things that people sing about and the emotions we’ve already felt 


a different kind of person," he says. “People used to say, ‘Do you thii 
you change the world with your musk?’ And I would have said, ‘No’ 
before but now I’d say, ‘Absolutely’." He smiles beatifically. “If you’re 
doing the right thing it’s ' 


of promoting Syro. Then he’s fr 
he’ll emerge again. Why would he? It’s 






















